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The Corneles Couwenhoven House 
Pleasant Valley*- 
Holmdel Township,  Konmouth  County,  How  Jersey 

Owner:     Krs, Marshall Goer,   Fair haven,  New  Jersey 
(LIr,  and LIrs. V/ilson IT.   Conover,   occupants) 

Date   of Erection:     Llinor  unit  1700;   major unit 
before  1735 

Archi te c t:    Unknown 

Builder:     Corneles Y/illemso  Van Kouwenhoven   (COUT:enhoveil) 
(1672-1736) 

Present  Condition: 
Original,  but with modern  chimney rebuilt  on 
outside   of gable  end wall   of minor unit and 
four windows cut  In that wall.    Modern hood 
to main entrance  door and unfortunate  refac- 
ing  of fireplace with rock-faced  stone. 

TTumocr  of Stories;     One  and   one-ha If,   and cellar 

Materials   of Construction: 
Foundation -  stone  masonry 
Exterior walls   -  timber  frame, wood shingled 
Interior walls   -  frame,   plastered 
Chimneys   - brie!::   (see mentioned above) 
Roof  - gable,  wood  shingled 

-::-The house stands in the Pleasant Valley region, some - 
3-£ miles southeast of Matawan on the east side of the 
main Kolmdel - Ilatawan Koad,   State Eignway 34, 
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Historical Data; 

Corneles* Willemse Van ICouv/enhoven^' 
born in Flatlands, Kings County, Long Island, 29 
rTov» 1672, son of Vlillem Gerritsz Van Kounenhoven 
and his second v/ife Jannetje Fieters Honfoort, had 
removed by 24 June 1696 to Kiddletown Township, 
IJomnouth County, New Jersey,  Cn that date he with 
Garret Schenck and Peter V/ickoff brought in their 
respective cattle marks to be recorded "by the town 
clerkC0) . 

(a) His great grandfather, V/olfert1 Gerritsz Van 
Kouwenhoven, at times called "Van Amersfoort" but 
usually by his patronymic only, obviously came from 
an estate named Kouv/enhoven in the neighborhood of 
the city of Amersfoort in the province of Utrecht, 
the Netherlands, and arrived on Manhattan Island in 
1625 as one of the five head farmers sent over there 
from Holland by the T/est India'. Company.  He removed 
to Flatlands, L.I., 1636, ana1 died there in 1662, The 
letter C as a variant of K came into the T>utch alphabet 
soon after the time of his arrival ana vras so used by 
some of his descendants in spelling the surname and 
often omitting the prefix Van.  His son Gerrit^ V/olferts 
who came with him, died in Flat lands about 1645, having 
Issue by his wife Aoltje Cornells Cool, a son YJillom0 

Gerritsz, born there 1656, who married 1st, Altle Joris 
brinckerhoff in 1660, and 2nd Jannetje Fie tors Ilonfoort 
12 Feb. 1365, (See Lincoln C. Oocheu, -The Kouwenhoven- 
Gonovor Family, publ. in K.Y. Gcncalo^:. h Gio^r* Record, 

(b) George C. bookman, Barly hutch Settlers of honmcuth 
County, H.J., publ* 1901, pa^cs 1, 24 (photo of the 
house \ofere alterations to cast end), and 26. 
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Comeles^ Willemse Couwenhovenft had 
returned to Platlands for his marriage on 8 
September 1700 to Margaretta SchenckY*>), He with 
Garret Rolofse Schenck, Stephen Court Van Voorhees 
and Peter Wyckoff jointly had purchased from 
William Bowne, a merchant of Middle town abovesaid, 
a 500 acre tract in that township.  Van Voorhees 
and Wyckoff sold their interests in the same to 
Garret and Jan -Schenck and they released 125 acres 
to him on 24 December 1700#  Probably he had built 
the smaller unit of his house thereon shortly before 
his marriage to their sister in the same year as 
above stated, and desired his share of the tract 
surveyed to him. The larger unit of the house was 
evidently added very soon after 1700, and the result 
is a good example of early Dutch House in Monmouth 
County, being fitted with panelling and built-in 
cupboards. .A Dutch door was sold from it in 1927 
for $1200 ^GK 

Corneles"^ W# Couwenhoven-a- ahovesaid died 
in this house 16 May 1736, aged 64-5-17 and his 
wife Margaretta Schenck on 6 December 1751 aged 73-8- 
27, the inscribed gravestones being found in the 
Schenck-Conover burial Ground nearby^). His will 
dated 22 November 1735, proved 22 June 1736, described 
him as of MIddletown Township, devises to wife Margaret 
the use of all his estate and a negro woman; to his 
elder son William two negro men, 156 and 120 acre 
tracts of land; to son Roeloffe two negro men and 125 
acres received from Garrat and John Schenck on 24 
December 1700 (as abovesaid) and other smaller tracts; 
requires son William to pay legacies to the daughters - 
Leah, Catherine, Yacominkey, Margaret and Rachel, and 
son Roelof to the daughters.Mary, Sarah, Heelkye, 
Allkye, Yannikee and Anne^e'» 

**His signature to his will dated 22 Nov, 1735 is Corneles 
Couwenhoven, the original document, (now deposited in the 
vault of Secretary of State) having been examined for 
this account. 

(d) R.F. Baile5r, Pre-Revolutionary Dutch Houses and Families 
(1936) pp. 398 and 418 (photo) 
(d) See inscriptions publ. in (b), appendix p. iii 
(e) Abstract of Will publ. in N.J. Archives XXX, 115 
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Roelyff^ Couenhoven (as be signed his 
will), the abovenamed son and devisee of the 
homestead (here considered), was horn 5 October 
1706 and died 20 August 1786, having married Sarah 
Voorhees, born 12 April 1710, who died 12 December 
178Q(C), 3y his will dated 21 April 1767 and proved 
30 August 1786, he devised to his son Cornelius all 
his lands and rights of lands, "with all and every 
the Edifices and Buildings thereto belonging," thus 
confirming to the son the homestead. Pie had already 
conveyed to him by deed of gift another plantation. 

Cornelius6 R# Covenhoven, born 29 July 1740 
son of Roelyff abovenamed, died 12 July 1796, having 
married Jane Den5.se.who was born 19 August 1740 and 
died 26 March 1799 w. In his will dated 16 January 
1796 and proved 22 August following, he stated that 
(quote) My will is and I do order that the Plantation 
given to me by Deed of Gift from my father, Ruleff 
Cowenhoven, deceased, to be equally divided between 
my children; namely the two sons of my son Tunis, 
deceased, Stephen and Ruleff, to have one share, and 
my son Ruleff and my daughters Sally, Pransinete, 
Polly, Catherine, Peggy, Kelly and Jane to have one 
share out of the said Plantation.#*♦#••.He also devised 
to his son Cornelius after the decease or remarriage 
of the widow "all the Plantation and right of land, 
Buildings and meadows, whereon I now live, and belong- 
ing to the same*"  Thus the homestead here surveyed 
passed to the son Cornelius* 

By 2 April 1833, the farm described as 
containing 190 acres in Middletown Twp. had come 
into possession of the heirs of Cornelius R. Conover, 
deceased intestate, on which date two of them, Jane 
and Lea Conover of Kiddle town Township, gave their 
deed releasing their two-thirds share of it to his son 
Holmes Conover of the same place*  The same farm, 
described as being now in Holmdel Twp.-*, was seised 
by the Sheriff after legal proceedings against Holmes 
Conover and sold by deed of" 2 March 1859 to Alfred B. 
Dayton of Middletown Point.On 2 April 1860, the 
last named and his wife, described as being 
of Hatawan Township and so not residing in this 

# Holmdel and Hatawan Twps. were created from Raritan 
Twp. 1857, which had been formed from Middlotown 
Twp. 1848. 
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house, conveyed the same property to David Oraig 
and Austin Held of the same township*  On the 
same date Cx-aig and Held passed title to George 
SchenckC^) of Holmdel Township In consideration 
of the sum of §20,687.00. 

On 5 April 1880, Eleanor Schenck and 
her husband George Schenck gave deed of quitclaim 
for the same property to Edgar Schenck of Holmdel 
Township and he with his wife Lydia conveyed it on 
17 February 1888 to Mary E« Conover of the same 
place. She was a daughter of George Schenck above- 
said, born 14 January 1864, died 26 April 1931, 
having married 10 November 1887 Hendrlck P. Conover 
who was born 29 June 1864 and died 18 September 1931, 
a descendant of the original owner of the house, 
Corneles W* Couwenhoven, and resided there(c)» 

By her deed of 16 August 1929, the above- 
said Mary E. Conover and her husband Henry P. 
Conover, of Holmdel Twp«, conveyed the farm to Henry 
E. Butler of Rumson, N.j*, but their son Wilson lj[. 
Conover continued residence in the house in 1936(c), 
Finally, by deed of 20 October 1936, Butler and his 
wife, being of Pairhaven, N*J., conveyed the farm 
to Saranne 3. Geer of that place, who remains owner 
at the time of our survey of the house in March 1940, 
Mr* Wilson N* Conover and wife being occupants thereof 
still* 

(f) George Schenck, b, 1822, d* 6 Mar. 1892 ae* 70 
About 1850 he remodelled a house across the 
road from the one here surveyed and resided 
therein* His wife was Eleanor Conover* See 
reference (c). 
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